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Note to Contributors: 
General Information: Filosofia Theoretica Journal of African Philosophy, Culture 
and Religions is dedicated to the promotion of conversational orientation and 
publication of astute academic research in African Philosophy and Thought. The 
articles submitted to Filosofia Theoretica must be presented in defensive and 
conversational style. The journal has a vision to put Africa and African 
intellectuals on the global map. However, this does not imply that non-Africans 
cannot submit articles for consideration insofar as the title falls within the focus 
 of the journal. 
 
Submission Requirements: All manuscripts must be original (hence, not under 
consideration anywhere) and submitted to the editor in MS word format via e-
mail: filosofiatheoretica@unical.edu.ng. The entire work can range from 2000 to 
6000 words maximum excluding citations with a concise title and a 150 word 
abstract. Authors are not to place page numbers or paper title (on each page) on 
the manuscript; we no longer accept endnotes and footnotes. Articles (or parts of 
articles) in languages other than English will no longer be considered. All 
submissions must list the author's current affiliation and contact points (location, 
e-mail address, etc.). In regards to style the Conversational School of Philosophy 
Documentation Style which is downloadable from the journal’s site is the only 
acceptable reference style. Camera ready manuscripts will receive first 
preference in the publishing cycle. Any manuscript not well proof read will not 
be considered for review. All manuscripts are peer-reviewed and those 
considered acceptable by the editors will be published after recommended 
corrections free of any charges as quality and originality are the ONLY 
conditions for publishing essays in this journal. 

Aim: 
FILOSOFIA THEORETICA was founded by Jonathan O. Chimakonam in May 
2010 and the aim is to make it a world class academic journal with a global brand 
that would thrive on standard, quality and originality, promoting and sustaining 
conversational orientation in African Philosophy. It is published twice each year 
with maximum of ten (10) articles including book review on each volume in both 
print and online editions with separate ISSN. The Online version is published by 
Ajol, South Africa. 

Review Process: 
Generally, Editors should be able to reach a decision including recommending 
corrections if any or acceptance/rejection of any paper within three months of 
receipt which is communicated to the author subsequently. Authors are therefore 
advised to avoid needless correspondences. Also, Editors are not committed to 
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the views expressed in articles. Contributors may receive one copy of the journal 
free of charge but additional copies may be obtained at the normal price. 
Copyright to articles published in the journal shall remain v
journal. All correspondences including subscription, copyright and sponsorship 
to the Editor via: filosofiatheoretica@gmail.com or csp.info@unical

us at: 
http://www.csp.unical.edu.ng, or http://www.ajol.info/index.php/ft/index
 
Indexing Information: 
Filosofia Theoretica is abstracted/indexed in Scopus, EBSCO Humanities 
Source, Philosopher’s Index, AJOL, Google Scholar, OCLC Worldcat, 
Archive.org, Scribd, SABINET, The African Journal Archive (AJA), African 
Digital Repository, Academia.edu, AfricaBib, Stanford.edu,
Black Studies Center Index, Ovid, ProQuest, JournalTOCs, 
  
Contact: 
C/O, Editor 
Filosofia Theoretica: Journal of African Philosophy, 
The Conversational School of Philosophy, 
University of Calabar,  
Calabar. 
PO BOX 3684, Unical Post Office, 
Cross River State, 
Nigeria. 
Telephone:  +234-7084785456 
E-mail: csp.info@unical.edu.ng 
 
 
Books for Review should be mailed to the address above.
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Editorial 

In this Vol. 6 No. 1, we bring a mix of refreshing articles in different areas of African 
philosophy and thought. From the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Motsamai Molefe 
writes on the topic of Afro-communitarianism. He draws attention to the centrality of 
the normative idea of personhood in elucidating a robust Afro-communitarianism. To 
do so, he visits the debate between the so-called moderate and radical 
communitarians to argue that the assertion that a community takes priority over an 
individual is not an implausible position. It argues that this assertion, given a 
nuanced moral interpretation, can offer a promising African perspective on how to 
secure a life of dignity without necessarily appealing to rights but to the normative 
idea of personhood. This piece is an exciting read especially for those wishing to 
know more about individual-community relationship in African thought. 
 From the Conversational School of Philosophy writes Ada Agada on the 
subject of Akan concept of God in the discussions by Kwame Gyekye and Kwasi 
Wiredu. The author compares Kwame Gyekye’s transcendentalist interpretation of 
the Akan conception of God with Kwasi Wiredu’s immanentist interpretation and 
highlights the tension between the two thinkers’ interpretations of Akan religious 
thought within the broader conflict between transcendence and immanence. He goes 
on to show how the reconciliation of Gyekye and Wiredu’s divergent, yet 
paradoxically overlapping visions can be effected in the idea of panpsychism.  

Ndumiso Dladla writing from University of South Africa engages with the 
field of African philosophy of race and uses hermeneutics as a framework to ground 
another interpretation of Ubuntu which stems from two interrelated roots. He views 
the first root as a firm understanding of and engagement with the Bantu languages 
and cultures which are its primordial philosophical basis (and thus crucial) on the one 
hand. And the second, for him, is the study of the history of Ubuntu as lived and 
living philosophy responding to the challenge of the conquest of the indigenous 
people in the unjust wars of colonisation. The author then demonstrates how a re-
interpreted notion of ubuntu can serve as a beacon against racism. This is a revealing 
paper. 

From University of Calabar, Diana-Abasi Ibanga engages with a 
comparative analysis of the methods of conversational philosophy and sage 
philosophy as contributions towards overcoming the problem of methodology in 
African philosophy. He highlights their significance as methods of doing African 
philosophy and discusses their problems as well. He concludes that conversational 
philosophy is an extension or a modified form of sage philosophy. This is an 
interesting piece. 

Motsamai Molefe and Mutshidzi Maraganedzha writing from University of 
KwaZulu-Natal respond to Bernard Matolino’s criticisms against Ifeanyi Menkiti’s 
elucidations on the normative notion of personhood in African philosophy. They 
argue that Menkiti’s article is best understood to be ultimately focused on articulating 
the normative notion of personhood. They claim that Menkiti’s analysis eschews 
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many of the objections made against it by Matolino. They further claim that the 
confusion lies in a general failure in African philosophy to distinguish three distinct 
senses of the notion of a person and that the referent ‘it’ as used to pick out infants 
by Menkiti, contrary to Matolino’s analysis that suggests that it is an instance of 
‘mal-function’ may be charitably construed to be capturing the idea that infants have 
moral status and/or that they are morally neutral. They conclude that a defense of 
Menkiti’s idea of personhood is crucial in a search for a robust African perfectionist 
ethics.  This piece is a must read. 

In our book reviews section, Ada Agada engages with the work titled 
[Philosophic Sagacity and Intercultural Philosophy: Beyond Henry Odera Oruka] 
written by the Cameroonian philosopher Pius Maija Mosima. He states that 
Mosima’s excellent work on Henry Odera Oruka and interculturality succinctly 
captures the dilemma of a philosophical tradition in the search for particularist 
authenticity and universal solidarity all at once. This is an eye-catching review. 
 From the den of literature, the Nigerian poet, denizen and literary critic, 
Odia Ofeimun presents a wonderful tribute to the late Nigerian Literary icon and 
African philosopher, Professor Abiola Irele. This is a truly heart-moving piece in 
honour of a man that soared like an eagle in the skies of literary criticism and 
philosophy. This piece is published here by the editorial board of this journal in 
honour of his scholarly accomplishments. 

Finally, we celebrate our authors whose awesome doggedness to tell the 
African story and promote her ideas have been our source of strength. Hakuna 
Matata! 

Editor -in- Chief 
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